
 

1150 North 1st Street, San Jose, CA  95112-4966   |   www.dsj.org 

 

 

A Brief Biography of Fr Tony Terwase Famave 

As the new Diocese of San Jose was being established on the Feast of St. Joseph on the 

19th day of March 1981, the family of Joseph Famave Ajonkwe and Veronica Ashi Ajonkwe 

welcomed their fourth child and second son on the 20th day of March 1981 in Gboko, Benue 

State, Nigeria. It is, therefore, providential that this very child, Tony Terwase Famave, is being 

ordained a priest of the Diocese of San Jose as it celebrates the 40th anniversary of its foundation 

by the Holy See. 

Tony, who is one of nine siblings, expressed the desire to be a priest as a teenager and, 

joined the Schoenstatt Fathers’ Community, where he had four years of philosophical studies and 

four years of theological studies. In 2017, he began his licentiate at Santa Clara University’s Jesuit 

School of Theology. He particularly felt God affirmed his vocation to the priesthood during his 

formation and studies at the University of St Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, Illinois. Out of several 

dioceses, he was motivated to join the Diocese of San Jose because he has experienced the 

protection of Saint Joseph and the Diocese shares the same patron saint with his father, who was 

also baptized as Joseph. It is also amazing that he is getting ordained in the year of St. Joseph for 

the Diocese of St. Joseph, established just a day before he was born. 

Fr Tony is grateful to the many female and male formators, friends and families who have 

accompanied him over the years, providing their motherly and fatherly love and making plenty 

of sacrifices for the growth of vocations. It is his earnest desire to be a father figure as a priest in 

the footsteps of St Joseph, husband of Mary. May St. Joseph, St. Mary, St. Claire, and all the Saints 

continue to intercede for him, bless him and the people he ministers to as he begins his ministry 

as a priest in the Diocese of San Jose. 

 

 

 


