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Renewed at the Table of the Lord
Liturgical Renewal Phase 1 – Introductory Rites: Welcoming & Participation
Sunday after Easter, April 12, 2026 – July 1, 2026

These bulletin articles are ready to use as written, but pastors are welcome to customize them for their weekly letter or incorporate the themes into their homilies as they see fit. These resources are meant to support your communication, not prescribe it.
Please note the dates are suggested. Sowing Seeds of Faith Wave 1 parishes may be adjusted when they use these materials based on their campaign communications schedule. 

WEEK 6 (May 17-18, 2026)
The Seasons of Our Lives in Christ
The Introductory Rites conclude with the Collect, also called the Opening Prayer. After a brief moment of silence, a time for us to gather our personal intentions, the priest prays on behalf of the entire assembly, collecting all our prayers into one, a reminder that we are not isolated individuals. As one, unified body, our prayers rise together to the Father.
But there is something else important about the Collect: it changes throughout the year. The prayers reflect the liturgical season. During the Easter season, the prayers proclaim Christ's resurrection and our new life in Him. During Advent, they help us prepare for His coming. In Lent, they call us to conversion. In Ordinary Time, the prayers guide us in living out our baptismal call day by day.
This is the beauty of the Liturgical Year, it forms a divine rhythm—Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time—that mirrors the seasons of nature and our own lives. Times of preparation. Times of celebration. Times of beginnings, growth, death, and resurrection. Notice, too, how the Gloria disappears during Advent and Lent, seasons of waiting and penance. Then it returns on Christmas and Easter with even greater joy. The liturgical year teaches us to trust God's timing, knowing He is present in every season of our lives.
Over these past weeks, we have journeyed together through the opening moments of the Mass. We have learned that our participation matters, that music is prayer, and that unity in worship strengthens our mission. When we come to Mass with humility, honesty, and trust in the Lord, we open ourselves to God’s transformative grace, and we are sent forth by God, having been renewed, ready to bring Christ's love to the world.
As we continue our liturgical renewal, let us always remember what we have learnt about those early moments of the Mass. Let the mystery of Christ’s action in gathering his people take root in your heart. We might be tempted to rush through familiar words and gestures, but if we pause, we see they are the liturgy’s first moments of encounter—pointing us toward the greatest encounter of the Mass: Christ in the Eucharist. All of us were chosen to be there on that day, for a reason: Christ has something he wants to tell each of us personally. May we be renewed, truly Renewed at the Table of the Lord, now and always.
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