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Renewed at the Table of the Lord
Liturgical Renewal Phase 1 – Introductory Rites: Welcoming & Participation
Sunday after Easter, April 12, 2026 – July 1, 2026

These bulletin articles are ready to use as written, but pastors are welcome to customize them for their weekly letter or incorporate the themes into their homilies as they see fit. These resources are meant to support your communication, not prescribe it.
Please note the dates are suggested. Sowing Seeds of Faith Wave 1 parishes may be adjusted when they use these materials based on their campaign communications schedule. 


WEEK 5 (May 10-11, 2026)
Asking for Mercy, Giving Praise
After the entrance song, the priest, in persona Christi, greets the assembly with "The Lord be with you." This is not a pleasantry; it is a declaration: Christ is truly present among us. The phrase echoes through Scripture: the angel’s greeting to Mary at the Annunciation, what Boaz says to his harvesters in Ruth, the Risen Christ’s words to the disciples in the upper room, and so on. When the assembly answers, "And with your spirit," we acknowledge that the priest is not simply a man greeting us, but that the Spirit of God, received at his ordination, is acting through him. In this exchange, the whole theology of the Mass is expressed: Christ is here, his Spirit is at work, and we are about to encounter Him together. 
Then, we come to a profound moment: the Penitential Act. This is when we, as a community, acknowledge our need for God's mercy. We come before the Lord, not pretending to be perfect, but humbly admitting that we are sinners in need of grace. This is not just reciting words; it is naming the truth about ourselves: that we are beloved children of God who fall short, hurt others, and fail to love as we should. In doing so together, we receive the communal assurance that we are never alone in our need.
The form of the Penitential Act may vary from Sunday to Sunday. You might recognize the Confiteor — “I confess to almighty God...” — prayed together as a community. Another form invites a brief examination of conscience led by the priest. A third prays the Kyrie: “Lord, have mercy / Christ, have mercy.” The form changes; the grace does not.
On most Sundays, after acknowledging our sinfulness, we shift to praise with the Gloria. This ancient hymn has been prayed by Christians for nearly two thousand years. It bursts with joy: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will!” From confession to praise, this is the rhythm of the Christian life. We acknowledge our need, receive God's mercy, and then overflow with gratitude.
This week, notice the Greeting and receive it as the declaration it is: Christ is truly here. Enter the Penitential Act with a willing heart. And when the Gloria comes, let it pour out of you, because you have just been met with mercy.
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