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Renewed at the Table of the Lord
Liturgical Renewal Phase 1 – Introductory Rites: Welcoming & Participation
Sunday after Easter, April 12, 2026 – July 1, 2026

These bulletin articles are ready to use as written, but pastors are welcome to customize them for their weekly letter or incorporate the themes into their homilies as they see fit. These resources are meant to support your communication, not prescribe it.
Please note the dates are suggested. Sowing Seeds of Faith Wave 1 parishes may be adjusted when they use these materials based on their campaign communications schedule. 

WEEK 4 (May 3-4, 2026)
Our Voices United in Prayer: Music as Ministry
[bookmark: _Int_LDlLEyZG]Have you ever thought to yourself the following: "I cannot sing," "I do not feel like singing," "I do not know the songs," or "someone else will sing"? If so, you are not alone. But here is the truth: the Church has long recognized that singing lifts the human heart toward God. In fact, singing forms us. It is one way of expressing what we were created for: to worship God. This is not about talent: God does not ask us to be professional singers. He asks us to be prayerful ones!
Liturgical Music differs from what is used in entertainment. It is not a performance or concert we attend, rather it’s something that opens us to God’s grace. For the Church, music is a ministry, a vocation. Dedicated musicians often spend many hours preparing and sharing their God-given talents to lead the assembly in making a joyful noise to the Lord. When the assembly joins together in song, we act as one Body, uplifting one another in praise and worship of God. When we sing together, we are praying twice, as St. Augustine taught. 
How else can we think about the importance of singing at Mass? Think about it this way: when your family gathers for a birthday, does only one person sing Happy Birthday? No, everyone joins in, even those who cannot carry a tune! We sing together because we are together, celebrating together. Mass is no different. We sing because we are family, gathered to celebrate the greatest gift of all: the Eucharist.
Music ministers — our choirs, cantors, and musicians — have an important role: they lead and invite us to lift our voices to the Lord together in song and prayer. When you hear the cantor begin a song, they are saying, “Come, join me. Let us pray together.” Your response is needed. Your voice, however humble, belongs in the song of the Church.
This week, commit to singing at Mass! Arrive early and look at the music listed in your worship aid. Take a deep breath as the entrance song starts, and just begin, do not overthink it. Remember that God delights in hearing His children sing, and so does your parish family. Together, let us make a joyful noise to the Lord (Psalm 100:1). 
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