LITURGICAL RENEWAL – PHASE 1
ART & ENVIRONMENT
1. ALTAR CLOTHS
· The entire top surface of the altar must be covered with a white altar cloth.
· A corporal is placed on top of the white cloth only during Mass.
· Additional altar cloths that reflect the liturgical season may be used, provided the white cloth remains on top and fully covers the altar surface
2. RITUAL BOOKS—Roman Missal, Lectionary, and Gospel Book—should preferentially be used during liturgies, as symbols of permanence and sacredness; ritual books should be used as indicated in each book. 
· Binders should be used when needed to facilitate bilingual or other special celebrations. 
· Electronic devices are not to be used in worship, because they are fleeting and ephemeral. 
2. CRUCIFIX IN THE SANCTUARY
· Only one crucifix is permitted within the sanctuary.
· The crucifix must include the figure of Christ Crucified
· If a permanent crucifix is already present in the sanctuary, another crucifix may not be placed on the altar.
3. CANDLES
· All candles used in the Sanctuary, including at the Tabernacle and Altar must be made out of wax and have a live flame that will burn down in the passage of time. This also applies to the Paschal candle.  
4. FLOWERS
· All flowers and green plants used in the Sanctuary must be live (or in the case of flowers those that have been live and cut), not silk, plastic, or artificial

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT – IMPORTANT REMINDERS

· Catechesis for the Assembly should include teaching about the importance of these visible symbols of the passage of time through the liturgical year. GIRM117
· Care should be taken in placing the Presider’s Chair, chairs for the assisting Deacons, as well as chairs for concelebrants in the Sanctuary to avoid having them sit directly in front of the Tabernacle, thereby obstructing the view of the Tabernacle by members of the Assembly
· The environment in Church connects, engages, and draws in the Assembly to the liturgical season and celebration.  It should be creative, tasteful, interesting, and not overly done. 
· The environment during Ordinary Time should remain engaging for the assembly.
· Parishes may use different shades of green to reflect the long span of the season.
· Light greens in spring, darker greens in summer, and autumn greens in fall can help express the passage of time.
· Seasonal color shifts help the assembly perceive movement through the liturgical year.



