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Hady canh tan chung ta truwoc!
Bai giang trong Lé kinh Thanh Giu-se — ngay 19 thang 3, 2021
cua Dirc Cha Oscar Cantu, Giam muc Gido phdn San José

Bau troi mau cam va Lira chay

Vao mua Heé nam trudc, gilta nhitng con khung hoang dé nang trén Hoa ky va thé
gid1, bau troi tré thanh mau cam va khoi Itra bung chay trong ca vung Santa Clara,
trong d6 c6 Gido phan San José cua ching ta.

Trong thoi Dan Do Thai dugc dua di vao cudc hanh trinh 40 ndm trong ving dét sa
mac cling c6 mot ¢t khoi ban dém va Itra chay ban ngay, tuy nhién, kinh nghiém
ctia chung ta vao mua Heé ndm trudc c6 phan khac biét. Khoi ltra trén bau tréi 1am
chung ta mat co hoi thoat ra khoi con bénh dich khi khong dam budc ra ngoai dé
hudng bau khi trong lanh thoang mat. Ngon lira con lam chung ta lo sg va de doa
su an toan cua ching ta. Chung ta thiy thuong cam cho hang ngan gia dinh bi mat
cua cai va phai di tim not an toan.

Cudc hanh trinh ctia Ong Mdi-sen qua ving dat sa mac dan Dan Do Thai ra khoi
dat no 18 Ai cap dé toi mién dat hira Tu do khai dau tir cude gip gd véi Thién Chia
qua dam Itra trong bui gai. Chinh diéu ky diéu ctia ngon lira chdy trong bui gai
nhung khong ddt chay bui gai di 1am cho Ong Méi-sen phai chi y. Ngon lira co
thé 1am thay d6i nhiing gi n6 cham dén. Néu khong ngan chan duoc, ltra c6 thé
pha huy moi sy. Nhung lira cung c¢6 kha nang t61 luyén vang bac. Lira ciing con
lam cho n01 bat hinh anh tuoi dep cta thé gian va giup chung ta tao ra dugc nhiing
vét dung can thiét trong cong viéc, trong dinh dudng, va dé cho ching ta duoc thu
hudng.

Chua Thanh Linh
Ong Moi-sen da giap g& Chiia qua ngon lira trong bui gai. Cac Thanh Tong P

cling da gap Chua, khong phai qua ngon lira trong bui gai, nhung qua cac ludi lua.
Va ngon ludi ltra ciia Chaa Thanh Linh dé c6 strc bién d6i cac tim hon nhe da cta



cac Tong Do tré nén nhimg nguoi truyén gido can dam, day 1ong nhiét thanh nhu
ngon lira. Ho d4 c6 thé chia xé kinh nghiém bién d6i nay véi Con Thién Chua, voi
Chuta Gié-su Na-gia -rét.

Trong nam thanh cua Gido phéan San Jose, ching ta cting nhin 1én Chta Thanh
Linh va xin Ngai ban cho ching ta ngon lra nhiét thanh truyén gido trong long.

Nhiéu ngudi trong gia dinh Gido Hoi Cong gido ching ta di thiy that vong, khong
nhimg vi nhiing gi tai tiéng ho thay xay ra trong Gido Hoi, ma con vi ho chua dugc
gap Chua Gié-su Ki-t6 mot cach tron ven va co y nghia trong cac gido xu, trong
cac truong hoc, va trong cac sinh hoat muc vu.

Do d6 t6i xin héi diéu ndy: Chung ta c6 thé lam gi dé cho khuon mit Chua Gié-su
Ki-t6 toéa sang hon trong cac gido xur, cac truong hoc, cac sinh hoat muc vy, va cac
hoat dong xa hoi cua chung ta, & cho moi ngudi tré, ngudi gia, nhimg ngudi con
dang phan van nhan ra duoc niém vui ciia Phic 4m va con ngudi ciia Chua Gié-su
Ki-t6 trong Gido Hoi ctia Ngai? Tdi xin moi goi quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi em suy
nghi vé cau hoi ndy trong suét Nam thanh.

Théanh Giu-se: Ling Nghe Tiéng Chuia

Mot diéu do Thién Chaa quan phong la chung ta mimg Nam thanh cung voi Nam
Thanh Giu-se. Thanh Giu-se, Pang Quan thay cua Giao phan chung ta, cung voi
Thanh nu Clara, cho ching ta mét khuon mau vé tinh than lang nghe Chua Thanh
Linh va sin sang dén nhan strc manh va 1ong nhiét thanh Ngai ban.

Chua da néi v6i Thanh Giu-se trong giac nga. Péi khi chiing ta qua ban ron véi
muc vu va cong viéc hang ngdy ma bo quén 1ong tri dé lang nghe tiéng néi cia
Chutia Thanh Linh. Cong viéc muc vu cia chung ta ¢6 thé 1a mot chuwong trinh cia
chung ta, nhung khong nhét thiét 13 chuong trinh ctia Chta Thanh Linh. “Khi Giu-
se chdi day, 6ng da 1am nhu 101 Thién st truyén day.” (Mt. 2: 24).

Cam nhan y Chta Thanh Linh, Thanh Giu-se d& khong phai mat nhiéu 15i dé tranh
luan vé chuong trinh ctia Thién Chua, nhung hanh dong cia Ngai cho thay ro rang
long nhiét tam, trung tin, va strc manh, cling nhu long bac i va nhiét thanh.

Trong ndm Thanh Giu-se nay, ching ta hdy mo rong 1ong dé Chtia Thanh Linh tai
tao trong chiing ta long nhiét tam, trung tin, 10ng bac &i va nhiét thanh vé1 Phic
am.



Thién than Chta néi véi C)ng Giu-se trong giéc mong. K& hoach Muc vu cua Gido
phan, duoc hoan tat khoémg 20 nam trude dudi sy lanh dao cua Dtrc Cha P.J.
McGrath, c6 du tru mét giao phan “day nhiing gidc mong > Ptrc Gido Hoang
Phan-xi-c6, trong cubn sach mdi nhit cia Ngai, moi goi Gido Hoi xay dung nhing
gidc mong. Chung ta tim thidy mot ngudi dong hanh khac: Thanh Ca Giu-se. Chia
d3 néi v6i Ngai trong gide mong. Nhung Thanh Giu-se khong chim trong gidc
ngil. Ngai da thirc day va thi hanh viéc Thién than truyén. Sau khi ling nghe va
suy nghi, ching ta cling phai ra tay thi hanh.

“Hay ra di va 1am cho mudn dén tré' nén mon d¢, lam phép rira cho ho Nhén
danh Cha va Con va Thanh Thén, day he giir nhirng diéu Ta da truyén. Va
nay day, Ta s€ & voi Anh em moi ngay cho dén tan the.” (Mt. 28: 19-20).

Chua Thanh Linh c6 thé doi hoi ching ta nhiing gi trong Gido phan San Jose, trong
dip nam thanh ky ni¢m 40 nam?

Co6 thé chung ta sé di vao mot giai doan mo tuong, suy nghi va lang nghe tiéng noi
cua Chua Thanh Linh, roi thi hanh theo. Hom nay toi cam két s& kham pha nhimng
diéu gi tét dep nhat cho Giao phan de thi hanh. T61 xin mo1 goi moi ngudi chuan
bi tAm hon va sin sang d6n nhan tiéng Chua khi Ngai néi voi chiing ta trong giac
mong va suy tinh. Chlng ta hdy nang long tri chiing ta theo sy khon ngoan cua
Chta Thanh Linh.

Mo mdng voi mot tam hon céi mé cho Thién Chia 12 nhan ra thuc té va nhiing kho
khan trudc mat chung ta, nhung déng thoi khong lo so phai ddi dién véi chung.
Thién than di néi voi Giu-se, “Dung so!” Thién than ciing noi véi chiing ta dimg
s0. Thanh Giu-se trudc nhiing de doa va nguy hiém ma Ngai va Pirc Me gap phai
da té ra can ddm. Ngai tin tuong vao Thién Chua, va da dugc nang do

Ngay nay, ching ta phai nhén ra thuc té nhiéu nguoi Cong gido bo di, hay khong
quay lai! Nghe tiéng noi cta thé gian, that vong vi nhiing tai tiéng x4u trong Gido
Hoi, hay 1a vi khong thdy minh duoc don tiép than thién trong cac cong doan,
nhiéu ngudi Cong gido tir bé Gido Hoi ¢ tudi som hon. Khoéng con phai chi 1a
nhitng nguoi tré khi ro1 xa gia dinh di hoc hay di lam. Ca nhitng em con tré, cac
em trong ltra tudi vi thanh nién, nhitng nguoi 16n tudi, ¢6 khi ca gia dinh!

Céc Linh muc anh em va nhitng nguoi cung lanh dao: Trong khi céc co sd, ngan
sach va ngan khoan, cac chuong trinh, va cac chi thi hudng dan déu 1a can thiét,
chung c6 1am mét kha ning ctia chung ta dé mo tuong vé viéc 1am cho nguoi khac
tr& nén mon dé khong? Hay nhiing ngudi mon dé truyén gido? Phai ching nhiing



lo lang vé hé thong diéu hoa khong khi lam cho long ta t€ cung hay dép :[ét ngon
lra thanh thién mot thoi da thiéu dot long ta? Phai chang mat na gidi phau da lam
te li¢t long nhiét thanh Phic &m ma Chua Thanh Linh da khoi ddy trong ta?

Xin hay cung véi Moi-sen trd lai ngon lra trong bui gai! Hay cung nhau hy vong
vo1 Abraham! Hay cung mong tudng voi1 Giu-se! Hay tinh thirc vai Ngai va thi
hanh diéu Chua truyén day! Hay hudng 10ng tri 1én Chia Thanh Linh va dé Ngai
huéng dan!

C6 1& bau troi mau cam do khoi Iira ndi 1én chung quanh chung ta vao niam trude
chinh la bui gai dang chdy. Thién Chua dang kéu goi chiing ta ctiru vét mot dan toc
da ngimg mo tuong dén mot mién Dat Hira, dang bi may che khuat khong con nhin
thdy Vuong qubc ctia Ngai.

Hay canh tan ching ta trudc. Hay dé cho ngon Itra thanh luyén moi y nguyén cua
chung ta va hay buodc theo sy huéng dan cua Chua Thanh Linh.



Homily for 40™ Jubilee (March 19, 2021)
Orange Skies and Raging Fires

Last summer, in the midst of multiple crises afflicting our country and world, the
skies turned orange with smoke from raging wild fires that surrounded us in the
Santa Clara Valley, in this our Diocese of San Jose.

While the Israelites were guided in their 40 year journey through the desert by a
column of smoke by day and fire by night, our experience last summer was
different. The smoke choked our ability to enjoy the one respite from the isolating
experience of the pandemic — a walk in the outdoors to enjoy fresh air. The fires
inspired fear and threatened our safety. We empathized with the thousands of
families that lost property and fled for safety.

Moses’ journey through the desert, leading the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to
freedom the Promised Land, began with an encounter with God in a burning bush.
It was this mystery of a bush that burned but was not consumed that attracted
Moses’ attention. Fire transforms what it touches. When uncontrolled, it can be
destructive. Yet it is also used to refine silver and gold. It helps illuminate the
beauty of the world and allows us to mold creation into useful tools for work,
nourishment, and enjoyment.

The Holy Spirit

Moses encounter God in the burning bush. The Apostles likewise encountered
God; not in a burning bush but in tongues of fire. The fire of the Holy Spirit was
able to transform the tepid hearts of those disciples to those of courageous
missionaries, on fire with zeal. They were thus able to share the experience of
their transforming encounter with the Son of God, with Jesus of Nazareth
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In this Jubilee Year for the Diocese of San Jose, we look to the Holy Spirit to
enflame our hearts with renewed missionary zeal.

Many in our own Catholic household have been disenchanted, not only because of
past scandals in the Church, but because they have not encountered Jesus Christ in
meaningful ways in our parishes, schools, or ministries.

I therefore ask this question: how do we better show the face of Jesus Christ in our
parishes, our schools, our ministries, our outreach, so that the young, the elderly,
those with questions might experience the joy of the Gospel and the person of
Jesus Christ in his Church? I invite us to explore this question throughout this
Jubilee Year.

St. Joseph: Listened to the Voice of God

It is providential that our Jubilee Year coincides with the Year of St. Joseph. St.
Joseph, our own diocesan patron, along with St. Clare, gives us an example as to
how to be attuned to the voice of the Holy Spirit and to be receptive to the strength
and zeal he offers.

God spoke to Joseph as he slept. Sometimes we are so active in our ministry and
work that we forget to attune our hearts and minds to the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Our ministry can become our plan, and not necessarily that of the Holy Spirit. It is
when we are at rest, at prayer, in reflection, that we can attune our hearts and
minds to the voice and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. “When Joseph awoke, he did as
the angel of the Lord had commanded him...” (Mt. 2:24).

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Joseph did not need to use many words to carry out
God’s design, but his actions spoke loudly of dedication, of faithfulness, of
strength, of compassion and zeal.

In this Year of St. Joseph, let us open our hearts to the Holy Spirit to be renewed in
dedication, faithfulness, strength, compassion, and zeal for the Gospel!

The angel of the Lord spoke to St. Joseph in a dream. The diocesan Pastoral Plan
created some 20 years ago, under the leadership of Bishop P.J. McGrath, called for
a “church that is not afraid to dream.” Pope Francis, in his latest book, calls on the
Church to dream. We would be in good company in doing so: St. Joseph dreamt.
The Lord spoke to him in dreams. But St. Joseph did not remain asleep. He woke
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up and did as the angel had commanded him. ~After careful listening and proper
discernment, we too must act.

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the
end of the age” (Mt 28:19-20). This was the great commission given by Jesus to
his Apostles!

What might the Holy Spirit be asking of us in the Diocese of San Jose, on our 40™
anniversary as a diocese?

Perhaps we should enter a period of dreaming and discerning, listening to the voice
of the Holy Spirit, and then act on it. I commit today to actively exploring ways in
which best to do this as a diocese. I invite all of us to begin preparing our hearts to
be receptive to the voice of the Lord, as he speaks to us when we dream and
discern. Let us attune our hearts and minds to the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

Dreaming with an openness to God acknowledges reality and the real challenges
before us, and yet is not afraid of them. The angel told Joseph, “do not be afraid.”
He assures us, as well: do not be afraid!. Joseph was aware of the real threats and
dangers he and Mary faced, and yet was courageous. He trusted the Lord, and was
strengthened in his resolve.

Today, we must acknowledge the reality that many of our own baptized Catholics
are walking out the door — or simply no longer entering the door! Hearing the
voices of a secular culture, discouraged by past scandals within the Church, and
perhaps not feeling welcomed in our communities many Catholics are
disassociating themselves from from the Church at younger and younger ages. It’s
no longer simply young adults, who wander away from home for studies or work.
It’s preteens, teenagers, older adults, entire families!

Brother priests and fellow leaders: while buildings, budgets, programs, and
protocols are important to maintain, have they crowded our ability to dream about
making disciples? Missionary disciples? Have worries over HVAC systems
frozen our hearts or quenched the sacred fire that once consumed our hearts? Have
the surgical masks anesthetized us to feeling the zeal for the Gospel inspired by the
Holy Spirit?
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Let us approach anew that burning bush with Moses! Let us hope against hope
with Abraham! Let us dream with Joseph! Let us wake with him and do as the

Lord commands! Let us attune our hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit and follow
his lead.

Maybe that orange sky last year, caused by the smoke from the raging fires that
surrounded us, was indeed our burning bush. The Lord calling on us to rescue a
people who have ceased to dream of a Promised Land, who have been clouded in
their vision of the Kingdom of God.

Let us be renewed ourselves first. Let us allow the fire to purify our intentions and
let us follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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