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The Church is called to be the disciples of Christ, who taught all of the love and grace of God for his 
people.  The Diocese of San Jose and the Catholic LGBT Ministry Council facilitate monthly “All Are 
Welcome” Masses, a reminder to everyone, that through the grace and mercy of God, the love of Jesus 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit, everyone is welcome in God’s House, the Church, and our Masses.  
These Sunday Masses are hosted by our churches in the San Jose Diocese.  The Diocese and Bishop 
McGrath trust all God’s people to open their hearts to their brothers and sisters in Christ and support 
this Mass as a celebration of the call to love as disciples of Jesus.

During these Sunday celebrations of the Eucharist we are reminded that we are a rich and diverse 
community of believers who are all pouring out our love of Christ and our trust in God’s grace and 
mercy together in our communities.

We have seen throughout the ages, the discrimination of minorities of all kinds, those who appear 
“different” from “us”.  In God’s eyes there are no differences, as we are all His children, made beautifully 
in his image, each filled with the Holy Spirit and endowed with unique gifts to share.  The Catholic 
LGBT community has always been a part of the Church and serving the Church, through the ages with 
the gifts given to each LGBT person.  Though quiet in identifying themselves to all, this group of 
Catholics pours out their love of Jesus, God’s Church and their love of their brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

Last year, Pope Francis called for an extraordinary Jubilee year, dedicated to Divine Mercy.  In his 
homily announcing the jubilee he stated, 

“The call of Jesus pushes each of us never to stop at the surface of things, especially when we 
are dealing with a person. We are called to look beyond, to focus on the heart to see how much 
generosity everyone is capable. No one can be excluded from the mercy of God; everyone 
knows the way to access it and the Church is the house that welcomes all and refuses no one.”

This year, Pope Francis sees a great need for all people to experience God’s love in real and tangible 
ways. He opened the Holy Door to the Jubilee Year of Mercy and introduced it with these words:

…“This Extraordinary Holy Year is itself a gift of grace. To pass through the Holy Door means to 
rediscover the infinite mercy of the Father who welcomes everyone and goes out personally to 
encounter each of them. This will be a year in which we grow ever more convinced of God’s 
mercy…Wherever there are people, the Church is called to reach out to them and to bring the 
joy of the Gospel.”

And so, it is clear that God’s Church opens doors to all God’s people and extends grace and love to all 
who take that step forward with a sincere heart.

The ministry for LGBT Catholics began in the Diocese of San Jose with the formation of the Pastoral 
Guidelines Committee, under Bishop Emeritus Pierre DuMaine, in 1984 followed by the establishment 
of the Pastoral Resource Committee in 1986.  In 2015, the “PRC” was renamed, the Catholic LGBT 
Ministry Council. Today, the council provides resources, direction and leadership to parishes, priests, 
liturgical ministers and parishioners of the diocese in the pastoral care of our Catholic LGBT brothers 
and sisters.
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