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The Theme for the 2017 Annual Diocesan Appeal is: “Proclaiming 
God’s Love, Together in Christ.”  As stewards of the gifts God 
has given us, we proclaim in one voice, “God is love” (1 John 4:8).  
Indeed, the reason Jesus came to live among us is that very same 
love. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we continue to walk in 
God’s love, doing so most clearly as we participate in the work of 
the Church in caring for one another.    

Each year, I write to enlist your support of the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal. Engaging our diocesan family in a common mission, I 
invite you, as households and individuals, to continue to share 
generously the material gifts that you have received from the Lord’s 
goodness. Your generosity makes it possible for me, through 
collaboration with the priests, religious and lay ministers of our 
Diocese, to broaden and deepen our ministry. Our efforts in the 
New Evangelization propel us to invite, welcome and increase the 
joy of those who respond to the Lord’s call to be faithful members 
of our parish communities. For every one of us who celebrates 
Sunday Mass, there are still many who do not.

Your ADA gift enables us in our Evangelization work and outreach, 
particularly in the areas of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 
Catechesis and Faith Formation, the Hispanic Apostolate, Social 
Justice Ministry, the Institute for Leadership in Ministry, the 
Formation and Training of Seminarians and Deacon Candidates, 
who are our future priests and deacons, and the Ongoing 
Formation of those already ordained. Only your gift, combined 
with the gifts of others throughout our Diocese, can make all of 
this possible. I am relying on you!
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In closing please know that you, your family and your loved ones 
remain in my daily prayers.

With every best wish and kind regard, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Patrick J. McGrath
Bishop of San Jose

Sincerely yours,

Patrick J. McGrath



ADA in Action: Joselyn Martinez
ADA Supports Catechetical Ministry

Joselyn started  building on her faith when her younger sister 
asked her to join her in volunteering for their church.  She has been 
involved ever since. Joselyn is Director of Religious Education 
and Faith Formation at St. Martin, Sunnyvale.

ADA in Action: Sharon Aeria
ADA Supports Stewardship Ministry

It has been 10 years since Sharon found St. Julie Billiart 
parish.  She selected St. Julies because it is a welcoming 
community with a great mix of people. Saint Julie’s Pantry, 
which is a focus of Sharon’s Stewardship ministry,  feeds 
many of the disadvantaged in our Catholic community.                                                                                                              
She is now the Director of Communications, Stewardship & 
Development.



ADA in Action: Khoa Vu
ADA Support Seminarians Housing and Education

The oldest child of 5 children, Khoa attended Mass daily with his 
mother.  Now a Deacon, Khoa will end his years of studying and 
join the priesthood on June 3rd, 2017

ADA in Action: Gabriel Lee
ADA Support Seminarians Housing and Education

Deacon Lee has been studying for the priesthood for 9 years. The 
journey ends this summer when he becomes Fr. Gabriel Lee on 
June 3rd, 2017.



14.72% Offi  ce of the Bishop
Cathedral Basilica, Vatican support, 
USCCB/CCC

How your gift makes a difference
When you participate in the Annual Diocesan Appeal, your 
gifts help your parish meet its ADA assessment goal and the 
overall $6,066,745 goal for our diocese. Your contributions 
are distributed to these programs. Your generosity makes a 
difference!

30.04% Operational Services
Finance, Info Systems, Facilities, 
Human Resources, Chancellor
and Archives

15.34% Clergy
Priests, Retired Priests, Deacons, 
Seminarians, Vocations

15.42% Offi  ce for Parish Services
Evangelization, Catechetical Ministry, 
Institute for Leadership in Ministry, 
Social Ministry, Youth and Young 
Adults, Hispanic Apostolate, Worship

5.85% Tribunal

3.29% Offi  ce for Protection of 
Children and Vulnerable Adults

15.34%
Stewardship & Development; 
Communications Services



Opportunities to Give
Full credit of your gift to the 2017 Annual Diocesan Appeal will 
be given to your parish and applied to your parish’s goal. Your 
parish will receive 100% of all gifts over its goal.

Online Giving - Save paper. Save time. And make your gifts 
work harder than ever for our ministries by participating in our 
Online Giving program. When you give online, your gift will be 
transferred conveniently and securely from your bank account 
(or credit card) directly to the Diocese. Access your account any 
time you like. You’re in complete control when you visit 
www.dsj.org/ada and click on Donate Today.

Gifts - Checks should be made payable to the  
Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA). Please mail your check in the 
pledge response envelope. Please make sure your parish name 
is written on the check.

Credit Card - We accept Visa and Master Card. Simply 
provide your credit card details on your pledge envelope.

Pledge your gift over ten months - A gift to the ADA 
may be paid over ten months. If possible, please include your 
first month’s payment when you mail your pledge in the pledge 
response envelope.

Gifts of Securities - Federal tax laws allow a charitable 
deduction for the full market value of the securities on the date of 
your gift. 

Matching Gifts - Many corporations match the charitable 
contributions of employees. Please contact your company’s 
Human Resource professional to determine if your company 
participates in the Matching Gift Program.

Please remember that pledges should 
be completed by December 31, 2017
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The Diocese of San Jose has its roots in the California Mission 
established more than two centuries ago. In 1777 the Franciscan 
Fathers founded Mission Santa Clara de Asís which later became 
Saint Clare parish.

More than 590,000 Santa Clara County residents identify 
themselves as Catholic. Our church and the growth it has achieved 
have always been dependent on those Catholics who have paved 
the way before us. It is now our turn to add the building blocks of 
our faith for future Catholics to stand on.

Your involvement and your fi nancial support are needed. Please 
support ADA 2017.


