QUESTIONNAIRE

WITNESS INFORMATION

1. Kindly state your name, address, and telephone number.

2. State your relationship and length of acquaintance with the Petitioner.

3. State your relationship and length of acquaintance with the Respondent.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE PARTIES

4. Describe the Petitioner’s personality and what you know of the family background.

5. Describe the Respondent’s personality and what you know of the family background.  What personality traits attracted your attention?

OBSERVATIONS/COMMENTS ABOUT THE PARTIES’ RELATIONSHIP

6. How much contact did you have with the parties while they were dating?

7. Describe the interaction you saw as they dated, namely, how well they communicated with each other, respected one another’s opinions and uniqueness, showed their love and affection for one another.

8. In your opinion, what interests, goals and values did the Petitioner and Respondent have in common on which to build a viable marriage relationship?

9. Describe the tensions or problems you saw between them as they dated.

10. In your opinion, how much did the Petitioner and Respondent understand the selfless giving, compromises, adjustments and commitment marriage would require of them?

11. Who or what – if any – pressured the couple to marry?

OBSERVATIONS/COMMENTS ABOUT THE MARRIAGE AND SEPARATION

12. How much contact did you have with the parties during the marriage?

13. BEFORE or DURING  the marriage, what did the Petitioner and/or Respondent say to you about:

(a) having children

(b) divorce being an option if the marriage did not work;

(c) being faithful to the partner.

14. Describe how the Petitioner and Respondent related to each other as loving and committed spouses and partners.

15. When and from whom did you first learn they were having problems?

16. Describe the nature of these problems

17. What problems did the Petitioner and/or Respondent have with drugs, alcohol or the law BEFORE or DURING the marriage?  How did this affect their marriage?

18. What psychological problems did the Petitioner and/or Respondent have before or DURING the marriage?  How did these psychological problems affect the marriage?

19. Who sought counseling and when?

20. How many separations were you aware of in their marriage?

21. When and how did you learn about the divorce?

22. In your opinion, what were the reasons for the breakup of this marriage?

23. State any other observations/comments you wish to make about the parties or marriage.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR WITNESS

NOTE:  Kindly read, sign and return this AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESS to the Tribunal.

Answer the questions on the back on separate sheets of paper, not on the questionnaire.  Kindly return the signed AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESS with your testimony in the envelope provided.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION IN THIS IMPORTANT MATTER.
AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESS

Due to  the sensitive nature of the information gathered in this process and because the Tribunal wishes to promote the spirit of charity, all information obtained during  the course of this ecclesiastical proceeding is considered CONFIDENTIAL in accord with Church law. 
To guarantee Petitioner and the Respondent’s right of defense, Church law gives them the right to come to the Tribunal to read the testimonies presented by the witnesses in a case, but only in the course of the particular proceeding.  The testimonies are not available to the other witnesses or anyone acting on their behalf, or in any civil proceeding.  For only a grave or serious reason, a witness may request that his/her testimony be withheld from the Petitioner and/or Respondent, but only the judge makes this determination to do so or not (canon 1598 § 2).
I attest that I have read the above statement and agree to be bound by the policies explained therein.  I further attest that the testimony I submit is the truth before God.








___________________________








Witness signature








___________________________








Date

_____________________

Tribunal notary








Protocol Number:  SJC_________

_____________________

Date

