Restorative Justice — Chaplain


Deacon Clyde Davis, 71, has been helping prisoners find restorative justice for the last seven years as a chaplain at the California Correctional Institute in Tehachapi. 


“What restorative justice means to me is trying to make things right,” he points out. “There’s obviously been a wrong committed. People have been offended. There’s been victims and perpetrators. So it’s trying to put things back together. And it takes both sides.


“There’s going to have to be a change of heart by the individual or people who committed the crime. And there must be a change of heart also by the victims. They’re going to have to come to an ability to forgive. And that’s not easy.”


Deacon Davis says there is no one “cookie-cutter” approach that changes men and women locked up. But he’s convinced that restorative justice fosters personal transformation. Moreover, it restores dignity and a sense of self-worth to the incarcerated, helping them feel whole again. 

“One of the main things we preach here is that ‘God loves you guys as much as anybody else in the whole world,’” he says. “In no way am I’m trying to minimize what they’ve done. But no matter what they’ve done, God still loves them.”  


To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please visit RestoreJustice.com.
