Restorative Justice — Offender


Growing up in Los Angeles, Joe Aleman joined a gang to survive on the mean streets of South-Central. His gangbanging morphed into more serous crime, until he was arrested and convicted for the capital offence of murder/robbery.


While serving nearly 14 years in prison, he participated in Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous groups but never felt they were really “honing in” on the root of his problems. Then he became a founding member Criminal and Gang Members Anonymous, which practiced restorative justice.


When Joe got out of prison a few years ago, he started doing outreach to other gang members along with motivational speaking. It was at a speaking engagement at a PTA meeting in El Monte that he took full responsibility for his destructive lifestyle. 


“It was pretty much like walking into a room nude and exposing all your vulnerabilities — telling everybody I lied, I cheated, and then just standing there and accepting everything thrown at me,” recalls the 39-year-old man. “But taking responsibility for my past activities restored justice within myself.”


After the meeting, Joe got together with the parents of a friend he’d helped recruit into a gang, and who later became a drug pusher and was killed. The father shook his hand. “I was in tears,” Joe confides. “So for me ‘restorative justice’ means hope for both the victim and offender. Everybody’s hoping for forgiveness and for a future.” 

To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please visit RestoreJustice.com. 

