Restorative Justice — Victim


The tragedy of violent crime has struck twice in her close-knit Latino family. Youngest brother Gustavo, 22, was killed when a fight broke out during his birthday celebration April 22, 1990. An older brother Roberto, 35, was killed Nov. 19, 2000, in a drive-by shooting. 


“It destroys the whole family,” says Rita Chairez. “It’s still very painful to even think about. The pain never really goes away.”


Her mother, Maria — practicing restorative justice before it even had a name — has helped, though. 


“I remember her saying, ‘I don’t know if I can go on’ when Roberto was killed,” Rita recalls. “But her faith was like: ‘I believe in God, and I believe that if I forgive the people who killed my sons, they’re going to rest in peace.’”


Today, the 49-year-old daughter struggles with her own efforts at forgiveness, especially when she hears about another senseless act of violence on the local news. Yet she believes in the faith-based process.


“I think that’s the only way you can restore a relationship by working it out and having people be accountable for what they’ve done,” Rita says. “It has to be a whole circle, with the perpetrator, the justice system and the victim in the middle. I believe that when you have everybody involved, that’s when restorative justice happens.” 


To learn more about restorative justice from a Catholic perspective, please visit RestoreJustice.com.
