C.G. I. Water Conservation Committee Meeting 

Minutes

May 19, 2010     3:00 – 4:30 P.M.

In attendance: Mary Barry, Claire Collins, Gloria Cutshall and Tom Walsh (chair)

The meeting started with the committee members reciting the Our Father on behalf of Gene Fisher who had been rushed to the hospital earlier in the afternoon.  We will continue to pray for his speedy recovery.    Our thoughts and prayers also go out to Rita.  

•
Tom reported on the day and a half “Sustainable Silicon Valley meeting he attended in Palo Alto in April.  He said it was mostly geared to corporate issues and did not deal with regional water issues as he had hoped.  Tom did report on readings and website searches he has done on the condition of water in California.  Out of the 100 largest cities San Jose ranks 87th in water quality.  Even Los Angeles, Oakland and San Francisco rank ahead of us.  The committee was encouraged to go to the website RebuildCa.org to learn more about the dire water condition our state is in.  Another concern that Tom shared with the committee members regarding the water situation in California is that there are about a dozen small communities whose water purity are below the quality level because of the amount of pesticides and nitrates that are contained in the water.  These pesticides and nitrates come from the fertilizers, and animal wastes in the surrounding farms.  Farmers have a strong hold on the water situation in these areas.  About 80% of the water in California is used in the agriculture business. It was noted that farmers must change a lot of their habits especially in the manner that they irrigate their crops.  

•
Tom also reported on a bill that will be on the November ballot.  It will immediately start addressing the water problems that result from the way it is used and distributed throughout the state.  It will force farmers to come up with alternatives to the nitrates and pesticides they are currently using and to put a stop to their using as much water as they want without regard to how it could be better proportioned and managed.  Tom commented on a bi-national committee which will bring Mexico and the United States together to reach an agreement on the use of water from the Colorado River.  

•
Tom has emailed CAwatch.org and Food & Water.org to see if they can recommend a person knowledgeable on the water situation in California who can come speak before our group.  This would help our committee in its future direction.  He will also contact Zoe Lofren and Pierre Luigi (sp?) to see if they can recommend any person who knows the ins and outs of regional water issues.

•
The committee is thinking of taking a tour of the Santa Clara Water Reclamation Plant.

•
Tom reported that there are two very important water conferences coming up.  One will be from July 14 to the 15 and the other will be held in Ontario on November 3rd & 4th.   These conferences will deal with water regulatory issues.

•
The committee questioned where the parishes were in their audits.  Tom will ask this question at the next executive meeting he is attending on May 25th.  He will ask where each parish is in regards to a complete audit which is free.

•
In the discussions of the direction the water committee with take next Fall, it was recommended that we concentrate on making certain that our parishes have audits done and show the movie “Blue Gold”.  Mary Barry recommended that we should make personal telephone contacts with parish liaisons who have not come on board with showing the movie “Blue Gold” and offer them our help in getting the materials they will need and being available to them.  Tom will get an updated list from Linda Batton of the parish liaisons.  He recommended we call in August since most of us will not be available most of June and July.  

•
Other areas of discussions deal with the upcoming elections especially propositions 14 & 16.  Discussed whether showing of the movie “Blue Gold” in the parishes was making a difference.  Perhaps those parishes that have already shown the movie could reshow it since the numbers of people seeing the movie were not very high.  Claire stated that the Holy Spirit weekly bulletin should be a model for other parishes in regards to their  “Green” section.

•
The committee members thought we should all have each other’s telephone numbers.  The numbers of those present are:  Tom 294-5970, Claire 772-3035, Mary Barry 227-8429 and Gloria 268-6302.  Those who missed the meeting, please email your telephone numbers to Tom.

•
The next meeting will be on Wednesday July 14 at 3:00 p.m.  Tom will let us know where we will be meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Cutshall 

