C.G.I. Water Conservation Committee Meeting

April 21, 2010
3:00 – 4:45 P.M.
St. Christopher Parish Offices

In attendance:  Mary Barry, Claire Collins, Gloria Cutshall, Rita Fisher, Sr. Rosemary McKean, Mary Rinki, Tom Walsh (chair)

Minutes:
· Tom opened the meeting with a Prayer for Peace and Justice.

· Tom shared with the committee the April National Geographic Magazine, which is entirely about global water issues.  One long article, called “California’s Pipe Dream,” gives an excellent overview of the system of water distribution in the state and the perils we are facing, as well as the importance of being informed for the upcoming November balloting re diverting the Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta water.  All committee members were urged to read this issue of the National Geographic Magazine.

Also consult the website RebuildCa.org. 

· Tom reported that he will attend a symposium in Palo Alto next Tuesday and Wednesday, “Sustainable Silicon Valley” during which he will try to get a speaker for this committee.  We can learn more by emailing mgrossman@sustainablesiliconvalley.org.

· Sr. Rosemary reported on the Executive Committee meeting held earlier the same day.  The CGI Resource Committee plans to connect with the diocesan Building Committee in order to get their commitment to green building guidelines for all parish building.  Also, parish administrators and finance committees and even parish councils will be involved in this commitment.  They hope to form a committee of Parish Liaisons, the chair of which would be part of the CGI Executive Committee.  The Parish Liaison Committee will have the task of forming parish green teams.  The Resource Committee and the Education Committee will provide support.

May 10 – 14 will be Clergy Study Week.  There will be a strong emphasis on Social Justice issues, including stewardship of the earth.  Brother Keith Warner, OFM will give a presentation on this.  The Catholic Green Initiative will have a brochure available.  Each committee is asked to contribute to this brochure.  The Water Committee is to send a list of the services we offer and contact information to Penny Warne by April 30.

The Executive/Steering Committee will elect new officers at the next meeting on May 24, 11:30 at the Chancery Office.

· The group discussed content to send in for the Water Committee’s contribution to the brochure described above.  Tom asked Mary Barry to write a draft based on our mission statement, incorporating our suggestions if possible, and send it to us.  We will critique it and send it back for the finished statement.

· Tom asked us to think about new initiatives for next fall.

· Tom is getting posters advertizing Blue Gold redone and laminated at Kinko’s.  He will ask Linda Batton to provide funds for this.

The next meeting of the Water Committee will be on Wednesday, May 19, 3:00 at St. Christopher Parish.

Respectfully submitted,

Sister Rosemary McKean
