WATER COMMITTEE MINUTES

September 8, 2010

Members present: Thomas Walsh, Sister Rosemary, Mary Rinki, Rita Fisher, Mary Barry, Gloria Cutshall

The meeting started right at 3 p.m. Tom reported that on Sunday, Sept 5…he was listening to “City Arts and Lectures” on NPR…where he heard an interview with Maude Barlow . Barlow is one of the “founders” of Food and Water Watch and a co-editor of “Blue Gold’…the book. The interview dealt with water issues and lasted an hour, ending with questions from the audience. Tom will borrow a recorded copy of the program from the Bancroft Library at U.C. Berkeley and the Water Committee will listen to it at the next meeting.

Tom would like for all of us to Google Robert Dawson. Dawson is a a photographer at San Jose State University who is well known for his photographic documentaries on water. Tom would like us to check him out and read the blurb on him, then give Tom our opinion on whether we would like Dawson to give the group a presentation. Dawson’s current project deals with “Santa Clara County Sewage”.

Tom would also like us to read the article in the Mercury News which appeared on Wednesday, September 8…regarding water. The article deals with the water proposition that was postponed and is to be placed on the 2012 election ballot. The proponents of the proposition are meeting surreptitiously trying to hammer out a measure that will, apparently, be heavily tilted in favor of agribusiness. Walsh was invited to attend a meeting in San Francisco to discuss the situation. He left our meeting early to be at that meeting. He asked us to read the article and then email or call our legislators in Sacramento to express our concern.

Tom distributed an outdated list of parish social justice liaisons which he would like for us to update. We are to call the individuals to ascertain if they still function as liaisons and if not …get the names and emails for the individual replacing them. We need these contacts in order to promote “Blue Gold” and other, future initiatives of the committee.

Sister Rosemary reported that the CGI Executive Committee will be putting together workshops that will give each parish comprehensive outlines to follow as they get Green issues out to their parishes. The Outlines are meant to guide the parishes by giving them directions, references, facts and information on each Green issue. Sister Rosemary wrote the outline for the Water Committee.

Rita reported that St. Mary’s is getting a water audit from the santa Clara Valley Water District

We were left with the task of putting together a list of reasons why bottled water is untenable. Each member will email Gloria with their list of reasons and she will collate the list eliminating repetitions.

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Submitted by Gloria Cutshall

