
Minutes EJ Liaison 2011 12 12

In attendance: Tony Strawa, Walt MacIntyre, John Miller, Mike Alvarado, Liz Valdez, Mary Dateo, Sr. Jackie Graham, Gerard McGuire

Walt MacIntyre presented efforts that St. Cyprian has taken to be more sustainable. These included:

· Setting up a grey water system, in anticipation of Sunnyvale’s implementing a grey water system (I believe that this program is on hold but I hope that Walt or John can correct me.)

· Splitting water meters so that they can get credit for using grey water

· Performing PG&E audits – this includes “trueing up PG&E charges” (Walt or John will have to explain this in detail)

· Reducing electrical energy usage; change to efficient lighting

· Installing a 25KW solar system. They have plans to install an additional 25 KW in the future.

· They expect savings per year in electrical energy usage and gave an estimate, but I’d like to get accurate numbers before I can mention them

Mike Alvarado presented information on goingevergreen.org. It is a non profit that provides information for businesses and residents on getting no cost and low cost energy audits and upgrades. Please go to their website at http://goingevergreen.org/ for information on their programs. Please look for the tab entitled, “Energy Efficiency Assessment”

Liz Valdez from goingevergreen presented five first steps that you can take with your parish:

1. Get a PGE Rate Review by contacting PGE

2. Perform a building benchmarking using the Energy Star portfolio manager (www.energystar.gov)

3. Get a lighting audit through the rightlights program (
http://www.ecoact.org/Programs/Energy_Efficiency/index.htm)

4. Get an HVAC audit through the AirCare-plus program (http://www.aircare-plus.com/)

5. Get a water audit through Santa Clara Valley Water District.

For information on how to undertake these steps, please visit: www.project500.net . 

Liz implemented these at a local congregation (not Catholic) and the result was $4000 saving per year.

I will attempt to flesh out the details in these steps so that you can try these steps in your parish.

I would like to have a couple of Liaisons try these steps out in their parishes and compare results. If you are interested, please contact me at astrawa@sbcglobal.net.


