Homily Notes

for November 15, 2009
The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Daniel 12: 1-3; Psalm 16: 5, 8, 9-10, 11; Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18; Mark 13: 24-32
Today is International Restorative Justice Sunday.  People all over the world are focusing on a Biblical form of justice that seeks to heal and restore the community instead of just punishing the perpetrators of crime.  If a crime causes a wound, real justice should bring about healing.  Healing the wounded and making the community whole again are the goals of restorative justice.

Mother Teresa said, “All the problems of society stem from the fact that we have forgotten that we belong to each other.”  When we pray the Our Father we acknowledge that we are all part of one family, God’s family.  Obviously, there is a major break in our family when one member does violence to another member.  When that happens, we have a choice to make.  We can either reject that person as a member of our family or we can work to heal the wounds and bring the family back together again.
Our readings today touch on the basic principles of Restorative Justice.  The Gospel speaks to us about suffering in difficult times but also reminds us that hope is always there for those who believe.  Richard Mejico, who has been incarcerated since 1970, talks about that hope when he writes “I never realized a candle of hope was not intended to overpower the darkness, but rather be a sign the darkness would not overpower me.”  The first reading reminds us that “those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever.”  The second reading stresses the power and importance of forgiveness.  We are called to be people of justice, candles of hope that bring healing to victims, forgiveness to offenders and wholeness to our family.
