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CGI Executive Committee


January 19, 2011

Tony Strawa, Tom Walsh, John Miller, Penny Warne, Lauren Matusich, Susan Olsen, Amy Nichols, Gerard McGuire, Fr. Brendan McGuire

Prayer - 

Amy - from Sacred Heart Community Services and San Jose Green Division Team

Committee Reports


Education - just finished a meeting.  Putting together packet going into its final editing.  Tony given a 23 page hard copy.  Six week sessions - outlines that follow the St. Francis Pledge format.  Designed for parish to implement per their own needs.  Lots of resources and direction.  Give people something to do before next session.  


How can this be marketed - how to make it available to the parishes


Brainstormed ILM session - schedule two meetings in February to flesh out the presentation.  Good theology - biblical sources, ethical principles, etc.  

Contact Linda Cunha-Ricchio about the semester class they offer on Social Justice.  We should find a way to insert ourselves into that if it is being offered.


Water - Tom Walsh - Tony coming to their meeting next Wednesday to sort out some issues.  On a hiatus right now since they can’t contact the parishes directly.  Want to do a face-to-face with them, but not doing right now.  And do water audit as well.


Water committee wanting to do some leg-work - but we don’t want this to be in isolation from what we are doing.  See if Water Committee is willing to contact the parishes and do some of this work.  Do a presentation to the parishes about what the committee has to offer.  Pierre Luigi - to discuss what San Jose City Council is doing regarding water issues.  Brought some issues to the attention of the Santa Clara County Water District, they said the information was fabrication.  It’s an issue that is developing.  San Jose water is not in good shape.  Our water quality is very poor.


Energy - John Miller - wanting to push along the inventories of energy use at parishes.  Trying to gather data.  Gerard will give contact name for St. Thomas Aquinas to get a report from them.  Want to talk to parishes where audits have been done.  St. Cyprian has done a plan of what their use is.  After determining what they are using, they can determine how to cut back.


When we get success stories - need to publicize them.  


Advocacy - Gerard McGuire - haven’t met for awhile.  Prop. 23 around AB 32.  Will continue to monitor with Diocese of Stockton.  Would like to get something on Environmental Justice on Lobby Day.  Nothing big on horizon.  Ordinance going into effect in San Jose January 1, 2012 - regarding plastic bags.  Moved it forward in a very open and transparent way.  Something on plastic bags going on in state.  County is waiting for the city’s full report before making a decision. Gerard will follow up on the county level.  


Do we have a list of people interested in CGI from Faith Formation Conference - probably Linda has it.  Check with her.  She should be back next week.  Tony will try to get the information from her.  


Communications - Linda and Penny have hired an intern/assistant for communications.  Have some help for six months.  Send minutes to Penny and she’ll post.  Rose Jiminez - full time communications assistant.


Liaison - Tony set up a yahoo group - sent out a survey.  Still trying to build up a group.  The idea behind the group is to generate some dialogue.  Want to set up a meeting in February.  


With regard to communication - challenge to go through the priests.  Don’t know enough about us.  Need to find someone in the parish.  Need to find connection within the parish.  Spend the time getting people who have indicated an interest engaged.  SJ people not necessarily the best choices because they aren’t always that connected to the pastor.  It’s going to take a lot of leg work and we need to figure out the best way.  


Tony will meet with the Water Committee to see what is the best approach.  

Sacred Heart Community Services  - Amy Nichols


Works on energy assistance department.  Can offer payment assistance to families (once) and also have weatherization programs.  Team of people go out and help people get new appliances, etc.  Funded by the Department of Energy (a federal project).   

Holy Spirit is looking for projects to do something for community at large - looking for an organization to allow people to volunteer.   


Amy is in charge of outreach for this program.  Have many people applying for the payment assistance.  Trying to get the word out about the weatherization program.  Can get the word out to the people we have identified as liaisons - see if we can get help to the people in need.  


This would be a way to rope in the social justice liaisons - introduce ourselves with this program.  Focus on the green components of this program.  Look at Sacred Heart, St. Maria Goretti, Most Holy Trinity.  Mitty students could possibly be used to help get the word out.  


Could target a couple of parishes - and provide information about the various things we have to offer, including the Sacred Heart program.  


Target specific parishes where we believe there are people who might be candidates for this program - direct a letter to the pastor to see if there is interest.  

ILM Meeting - March 5 - Education Committee has agreed to present the workshop.  Will be a team of people.  

Amy also works for San Jose Green Vision Resource Team


Joint effort of Bay Area Quality Management District and the City of San Jose. 


Have developed a series of free home energy savings workshops.  Saturday morning 9 to noon.  Food is provided, child care is provided, get a bag of goodies.  Have done this at Sacred Heart.  


Could be done at the five parishes targeted for the Sacred Heart Program.  Need a space to host these events.  Goal is to reach out to the low income community.  Holy Spirit has wanted to do something like this - then find a partner parish.  Also looking for trainers for this program.  This kind of program has a much deeper impact.  Powerful social justice message.  


Twinning with parishes - finding partners - perhaps go to deaneries to establish a dialogue and set up partners within the deanery.  


Vision Team - just focusing on San Jose.  This is just one small project of what the green vision is trying to do.  


Should not be limited to just for parishioners - but open to the community around.  Have the capacity to do four in a year - two English and two Spanish.  


ACTERRA created the materials.  Want to train people from the community to do the presentations.  Refining something that ACTERRA has been doing all along.  Refined to appeal to the low income communities.  Perhaps to have a May workshop at Holy Spirit.    Sacred Heart, St. Maria Goretti, Most Holy Trinity, Holy Cross. 


Hold it at a target parish and have the interested parishes provide the presenters.  Talk about this at the deanery meeting - find a parish willing to host it.  Then reach out to other parishes to be volunteers, etc.  Publish to see who wants to go to it.  Need to have it in a place that is convenient for the participants.  Is there training for the trainers?  Train the trainer workshops being set up.  Commit to two years of 4 weekends a year.  

Action items:


Susan - present this at Deanery 7 meeting


Education Committee - Want to see this packet publicized - get it out to encourage parishes to take it on.  Put a plug in for series.   


How to publicize at next meeting.  

February 16 next meeting - at Mitty.   

