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Catholic INITIATIVE

of Santa Clara County




Council of Priests Meeting

December 10, 2009


MISSION

To encourage area Catholics to conserve water and energy, to become more educated about conservation efforts and environmentally friendly practices for the home and workplace and to collaborate on a unified green vision for the diocese.
BACKGROUND
In 2008, the Council of Priests issued a charge to create a group to begin a Green Initiative in the Diocese of San Jose.

OUTCOMES
· September 11, 2008 – At the Presbyterial Assembly, the clergy ratified Environmental Stewardship as a key issue along with Immigration Reform and the Poverty Campaign.  
· Fall 2008 – Steering Committee was formed and began meeting.  Partnerships were formed with Santa Clara University, Catholic Charities, and the Presentation Center to form the Catholic Green Initiative of Santa Clara County.  Planning began for a kick-off Town Hall with the goal of forming grassroots action committees of committed Catholics.  

· January 2009 – The Bishop issued a letter announcing the creation of the campaign and to “encourage ‘green initiatives’ and ask all Catholics to make a difference in an organized and sustainable way.”

· February 7, 2009 - An Environmental Stewardship Town Hall was held at Santa Clara University with over 100 attending.  Six action teams were formed.
· April 20-27, 2009 – Article printed in America Magazine, “Green Initiatives in San Jose Diocese.”
· June 5, 2009 – World Environment Day.  Bishop issued a statement on the environment.

· May & June 2009 – Water and Education Subcommittees established membership and begin regular meetings.  

· July 2009 – The Education Committee completed a survey of parishes to determine interests and needs.  There were 46 responses and the information has been compiled.
· July 9, 2009 – Article printed in National Catholic Reporter featuring CGI, “Solar Power:  Let the Sunshine In.” 
· July 24, 2009 – The Bishop formally signed the Diocese on to the St. Francis Pledge and committed the Diocese to PRAY, LEARN, ASSESS, ACT, and ADVOCATE.
· September 2009 - Solar Project Phase 1 completed with 5 parishes and schools and Gate of Heaven Cemetery equipped with solar panels.  Not yet online.  Date to go online still to be determined.
· October 4, 2009 - St. Francis Pledge launch in parishes with sale of Green Bags

· Pray, Learn, Act, Advocate, Assess

· The parishes bought and distributed 10,000 green bags

· 21 parishes participated
· October 2009
· Single-Use bag elimination advocacy work at the SJ City Council

· Solar Project Phase 2: sizing is 2 megawatts
· November  2009 - Blue Gold movie launch at a few parishes and schools
· 90 minute movie about the privatization of water

· Best practices were to engage a specific group (youth, men’s group, etc)

· Partnered with Santa Clara Valley Water District
· November 7, 2009 – Article printed in San Jose Mercury News, “Diocese Puts Faith in Solar Power.” 
The Valley Catholic has published several articles throughout the year in support of the Initiative; in February, April, September, and October, 2009.  
CURRENT STRUCTURE OF TEAM

Grassroots action teams have been formed for Advocacy, Communication, Education, Energy/Solar, Resources, and Water Conservation.  The Chairs and Co-Chairs of these action teams form an Executive Committee.  A Core Steering Team of five guides the overall vision of the Initiative and attends all Executive Committee meetings.
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FUTURE PLANS
· January – December, 2010 – Deanery 5 will feature Catholic Green Initiative and environmental justice as focus of Annual Speaker Series

· January 2010 - Expand the Blue Gold movie to 15 other parishes and include educational component.
· February 2010 – Host 2nd Annual Town Hall Meeting
· March 20-21, 2010 - Cardinal Points Blessing to correspond with Vernal Equinox
· April 22, 2010 - Earth Day 
· April 27, 2010 - Catholic Lobby Day, we will bring team to advocate on environmental issues.
Additional plans include implementation of energy audits in parishes and schools, and making an additional 5,000 green bags available to parishes.  
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