 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
CGI - Exec Comm - 8/23/10

Sr. Rosemary McKean, Tom Walsh, John Miller, Linda Batton, Penny Warne, Fr. Brendan, Susan Olsen, Tony Strawa 

I.  Contacting Parishes
Report on Parish calls: Have two presentations to make as a result of calls:


September 16 - 7 p.m.  Queen of Apostles  - speak to parish council  - Tony and Linda will go.


August 30 - 6 p.m. - St. Cyprian - Need someone to address council.  John Miller will go for this one.

Need to model the talking points - Tony will come up with refined talking points - give them a motivation as to why we think this is important.  Introduce some of the things we can offer the parish and try to get to talk to the congregation.  At some later time talk to the congregation to try to build up the number of people who are involved in eco-justice.  

Recommended presentation:  five minutes - overview of the CGI - then go over one issue -sell the concept of CGI - and how it is incorporated in your parish - what that looks like is up to you.  Five minutes to set it up and five minutes to give a practical message.  At the end of the 10 minutes, you’ve got to be able to communicate to them - what’s a Catholic Green Team and what is it they are going to do?  They need to come away with something solid, grounded in Catholic Social Teaching.  Our message is that we need someone in their parish to take a lead in it.  Need in very short time to communicate that this message is important and they as the leaders of the parish need to take it seriously and take leadership in this area.  Let them know, “We’re here to partner with you and help you in your parish to make this happen.”  The road to environmental stewardship is what is important.

Suggestion:  Come up with a list of 10 things a green team could do.

Tony will write a script - reach out to these people and try to motivate them.  Invite the CGI contact to be present with you .     

II.  Water Committee
Water Committee wants to get parishes that haven’t viewed the movie (Blue Gold) to view it.  Also campaigning to eliminate bottled water and to get people to do a water audit.

Exec. Committee recommends that the Water Committee not contact parishes while Exec. Comm. is actively contacting them .  They will contact special groups within the parishes to ask them to show the movie.  Fr. Brendan suggested Holy Spirit as a parish to begin the anti-bottled water campaign. 

When any group contacts a group within a parish, be sure to plug the CGI - let them know of the work we are doing.

When we get a name from a parish - follow through to find out what they are doing - what they see as their role - what are they doing - do they meet regularly, what projects are they working on?  Do they need our help?  Make sure they know there are other people interested.

John Miller will call the person at St. Cyprian’s who is listed as contact.  

III.  Secretary and Posting Minutes

Susan Olsen volunteered to take notes for Exec. Committee meetings.

Minutes from Executive Committee and subcommittees should be posted on the website.  Sub-committee chairs need to get their minutes up. Send to Penny Warne who will post them.

Suggestion on the minutes - make Penny a part of the list for distribution so we don’t have to think about it.

John Miller has a format for minutes that works for him.  Perhaps consider a template so all minutes follow the same format..

IV.  Faith Formation Conference
How are we coming along with preparation for the November Faith Formation Conference.

Question whether we should have a booth or exhibit table.  

CCCC us sharing the cost of our booth.  CRS is working with Global Solidarity to also have a booth or table.  Decided both should have a booth - banners out front and three within the booth -   skirted table - life-size cut out of St. Francis - for the display.  Sell water bottles to make up the cost of having a booth.  Holy Spirit will underwrite the CGI booth -so that money can be put in to a booth for Global Solidarity and CRS.

Need staffing for the booth: Suggest Ed Committee get staffing.  We need to make certain this is staffed at all times during the conference.  .


Book cards - prayers, CCCC is sharing with us and will have materials.  Green bags - Susan will try to get some from Holy Family. 

Suggested that we Run Blue Gold in the booth.  We can only take in equipment that can be carried in. We can’t be moving things around.  Lap top with a big monitor would be sufficient to show the movie.  

Poster from John Miller - print out his display - do a tri-fold foam board presentation to have.

Fliers - sign-up lists - have a basket of candy.  Could have fair trade candy bars to sell.  CRS will have fair trade products.  Offer chocolate free and send then to the fair trade booth to buy.

Dates for conference are November 19 and 20.  

V.  Workshop for Faith Formation Conference
Workshop that we are offering - Along the lines of what we did at the last town hall meeting.  


1.  Discuss both diocesan and local parish efforts to do CGI


2, Discuss best practices in local communities 

Workshop is 1 hour fifteen minutes.  Tony will do green belt talk and then  moderate a panel with representatives from a couple of parishes.  Suggested:  Holy Spirit, St. Martin of Tours, Holy Family, St. Thomas Aquinas.  Workshop is Saturday, November 20 - 1:30 - 2:45.  

Suggested composition:

Gerard - representing a parish

Someone from education committee - Susan - Lauren or Leana - who can speak to the activities Ed Committee has done. 

Suggested we have someone representing the schools  - perhaps Lauren or Tina?

Linda Cromwell from SCU  

Should we include - Catholic Charities - Santa Clara University - Presentation Center - 

15 minutes for Tony - 5 minutes to talk about the respective places and then open up to questions.

VI.  Water Initiative

Tom Walsh reports:   Delay a vote on the water initiative to 2012 - won by one vote.  Compromises in the bill were made - ease that private companies would have to privatize water if the bill passes.  Bill is not available for review.  Clear Water Action called a meeting - 25 representatives from different organizations fighting this bond issue.  The consensus is that if this bond issue isn’t amended drastically the organizations are going to have to pull together to defeat it.  Didn’t seem to think there would be much more compromise in the language of the bill.  Editorial in 8/23/10 Mercury News.  Not going to gear up for another 6 months because they don’t know where it’s going in the legislature.  Committee has been asked to write a position paper.  Don’t have text so it’s hard to research.  It’s not the same bill.  See what people are thinking about it if we have the position paper.   

Agribusiness is likely to fund the passage of the bill big time.  Pressure brought to bear on the people who are framing the bill.  Will know sometime around the middle of January.  Important to put the pressure on our candidates for governor and try to garner their support. As we understand it,  Meg Whitman is for the bill; Brown is against it.

Clear Water Action taking the lead on this.  There will be a series of meetings.  Call or write your representative and thank them for voting against them or ask them to reconsider it the next time.

Could send a mailing out - but we need to get educated on the position.  

Tom will get a summary to us to review.  See if we can get some visibility for this issue for the upcoming election.  

VII.  Education Committee Report
Ed Comm. met on August 17.  Continuing to work on developing the series of presentations to be offered within parishes interested in educating their communities on ecological justice issues.  The hope is to have it prepared in time for the meeting with diocesan green liaisons.  That meeting will be held on  September 21 - 7 pm at St. Martin of Tours.  Our next Education Committee meeting is scheduled for September 8.

Ed Comm. previously completed a handbook for green liaisons - guidance for how to get a green team started in a parish.  We still need the final Education Liaison packet from Lauren. 

Liaison issue - Linda brought up that we are getting too many different liaisons - becoming a little scattered with the regular liaisons, global solidarity liaisons and green liaisons.  Just need to be aware of the demands that are being made on the people.  Need to form social ministries teams that deal with all of these issues.  

VIII.  Meeting Schedule
Next meeting?  Would like to meet on a regular week and day at a time away from the lunch hour. \propose 3rd Wednesday at 5.  Next meeting will be on the 15th - every third Wednesday of the month at 5 through July, 2011.  

Amendment: The space is not available until 5:30.  Our next meeting will have to begin at 5:30 at the Chancery. (Per Linda Batton)

